CHAPTER 14
THREE-DECKER  DAYS
OTHER publishers whose enterprise left its mark on the reading
habits of the people are half-forgotten to-day or remembered no
more. Alexander Strahan, for instance, who, eager to follow pioneers
like Knight and Chambers by supplying, in his own words, 'such
literature as will not ignobly interest nor frivolously amuse, but
convey the wisest instruction in the pleasantest manner*, founded
Good Words under Dr. Norman Macleod's editorship in 1860. His
object was to bridge the wide gulf which then existed between
secular and sacred reading. Though bitterly attacked by the
narrower sections of the Evangelical school the new periodical
gradually succeeded, with authors like Charles Kingsley, Anthony
Trollope, Dean Stanley, and F. D. Maurice writing side by side
with staunch upholders of orthodoxy, in attaining what was at that
time the largest circulation of any journal of the kind in the kingdom.
In all too rapid succession Good Words was followed by the Sunday
Magazine, Good Words for the Young, the Argosy, and the Contemporary
Review, Strahan at the same time developing a book-publishing
business with equal energy. Unfortunately his financial gifts were
not as shrewd as his literary judgment, and he was at length forced
to acknowledge defeat. With all his unbusinesslike habits Strahan
seems to have been a lovable character. Although somewhat re-
served he drew men by a fascination all his own, as Professor Blaikie,
who became editor for a time of the Sunday Magazine, testifies in his
Recollections of a Busy Life:
He had no taste for the old ruts of printers and publishers: his
fancy was for cfresh woods and pastures new'. He had an excellent
taste in printing, binding and the outward look of books; and he
had an equally correct insight into the internal quality of their
contents. He seemed to know by a remarkable instinct what
would take the public taste. Probably he trespassed more than
was strictly accurate into the province of the editor. The wooden
and the leaden had no chance with him. But then his generosity
as a publisher was quite phenomenal. What Archibald Constable